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BOOK REVIEWS. 807 

(There is also included a comprehensive treatment, not to be 
found elsewhere, of money as a medium for the performance 
of a contract. To this is added a short discussion of the Legal 
Tender Acts and their constitutionality.) 

The importance of the subject can be readily recognized; 
the scope of the book is seen to be far-reaching ; the arrange- 
ment and method of treatment is all that can be desired. These 
things being true, its practicability is assured, and being prac- 
tical, it will of necessity meet with the success and welcome 
which it deserves. F. G. S. 



The Elements of Commercial Law, Containing a Con- 
cise and Logical Exposition of the Rules Relating 
to Business Transactions. By Edward W. Spencer, of 
the Milwaukee Bar. Pp. 420. Indianapolis: The Bobbs- 
Merrill Co. 1903. 

This is one of the best books of its kind that we have seen. 
In the short space of three hundred and seventy-three pages 
it contains a remarkably comprehensive outline of the rules of 
law relating to the most important and usual forms of business 
transactions, including contracts, sales, agency, bills and notes, 
corporations, carriers, insurance, property, and landlord and 
tenant. In the back of the book are a number of questions 
and hypothetical cases, arranged under the various titles dis- 
cussed, intended for quiz work in the class-room. 

The book is designed for use in commercial high schools, 
business colleges, and other such institutions in which a smat- 
tering of law is considered an essential part of a business 
education. It is a pity that this should be so. The doctrine 
of every man his own lawyer is as dangerous to property as 
the doctrine of every man his own doctor to life and limb. 
Nowhere do we see so well illustrated that old saying that 
" a little knowledge is a dangerous thing." 

It is impossible to expect that a book of this compass should 
even indicate the many variations of the broad rules of law 
which it lays down, or the difficulties in their application to a 
particular state of facts. The statement of the law is neces- 
sarily more or less dogmatic, and this dogmatism gives to the 
subject an appearance of such simplicity as to mislead many 
a business man whose whole knowledge of law is gathered 
from a work of this sort into believing that he knows all the 
law, when in reality he knows only enough to get himself into 
trouble. We say this without reflecting on the merits of the 
book, which is admirably adapted to the use for which it is 
intended. " R. B. E. 



